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Pre Anaesthetic Advice for Owners 
There are a few considerations that must be made prior to performing a general anaesthetic on your 
pet. Please read to following information prior to admitting your animal for an anaesthetic.  

Fasting  
All cats and dogs are to be fasted prior to a general anaesthetic. They can have dinner the night 
before a procedure, but all food must be removed from 8pm the night before. Water is ok.  If these 
animals are not fasted they may regurgitate which can cause potentially life threatening 
complications. 

Bathing 
If your animal is having a surgical procedure, they will not be able to have a bath for 2 weeks after 

surgery.  Bathing soon after surgery can cause wound infections.  If you dog requires regular baths 

we recommend bathing them the day before your scheduled procedure. 

Medications  
If your animal is receiving any medications at the time of an anaesthetic please check with your vet 
as to whether they should be given prior to the procedure. Some medications must be stopped prior 
to anaesthesia.  

Admission  
All animals having a general anaesthetic are to be admitted between 8:30-9:30am the morning of 
the procedure. This enables us time to health check your pet, and prepare your animal for its 
procedure, including pre anaesthetic blood testing and sedation as needed, and gives ample time to 
recover from the anaesthetic prior to going home that evening. Please walk all dogs prior to 
admission. This gives them the chance to empty their bowels and bladders, which will make them 
more comfortable when recovering from the anaesthetic.  

Contact details  
At admission please ensure we have up to date contact details on which you can be contacted on all 
day. Sometimes we need to contact owners during an anaesthetic procedure to discuss necessary 
change of plan or unexpected findings, and it is important that we can easily get a hold of you to 
avoid prolonged or repeated anaesthetics.  

Pre-anaesthetic Blood tests  
Pre-anaesthetic blood tests are optional, but recommended prior to any general anaesthesic. These 
tests check liver and kidney function, glucose and protein levels and can detect anaemia or white 
blood cell issues. These blood tests can detect problems in an animal that is not showing symptoms.  
These health problems may affect anaesthetic safety, and may change safest medication options. In 
general, the older an animal, the more likely that some abnormality will be detected. By detecting 
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these problems and altering our anaesthetic to suit your pet’s needs, we can improve the safety of 
this procedure. This is available at a reduced fee of $90 when combined with an anaesthetic.  

Intravenous Fluids  
Intravenous fluids are used during anaesthesia to maintain blood pressure, reduce risk of 
anaesthetic induced kidney damage, and improve recovery from anaesthesia by helping to flush 
medications from the body.  At All Creatures on Hoddle we consider this an essential part of 
anaesthetic safety, and intravenous fluid therapy is included in the price of all anaesthetics.  

Lumps  
For animals being admitted to have lumps surgically removed, we request that you point out these 
lumps at admission. Particularly for small lumps, or animals with numerous lumps it is ideal to 
ensure we know where these are located at admission.  

Additional procedures  
If you would like additional procedures performed while your pet is in hospital please advise us on 

admission. This may include procedures such as vaccination, worming, microchipping, nail clipping 

and ear cleaning. 

Discharge Appointment  
At the time of admission we recommend scheduling a discharge appointment for your pet.  This will 
ensure that we have sufficient time to discuss any results of test, explain post-operative care needs, 
and answer any questions you may have. 
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